Gido dan va Nghia Sinh Chicago tri 4n 36 ndm muc vu ctia mgt muc tir VN nhan lanh (1975-2011)

Chicago (05/06/2011) — Thanh 1& Ta on da dugc to chirc lac 3 gio chiéu ngay 5 thang 6 nam 2011 tai thanh duong giao
xur Thanh An~T6n dé cam ta on trén cho 72 nam la‘{m con Chﬁg va trén 3 thap ni€n muc vu tai Hoa Ky cta Buc Ong
Jerome Nguyen Ngoc Ham, Gido phan Peoria [1], gan thanh phd Chicago.

Puc Ong Jerome di dén Hoa Ky tr ndm 1975. Trong sudt 36 nam qua, PO da duoc PGM dia phan bd nhiém trong coi
ba xr dao ngudi My do6 1a cac gido xur Saint Mary, Saint Anthony va gido xur Saint Francis. Ngoai trong trach muc vu
voi cac gido xit My, PO da khong quén giip do gido dan Viét Nam thudc Gido phan Peoria, Joliet, Rockford va
Chicago [2].

Ngoai ra, Btc C)ng Jerome dd dén dang L& Ta On cho Phuong Poan Nghia Sinh Chicago [3] trong 12 nam (1982-
1994) vao Ngay L& Ta On (Thanksgiving Day) hang ndm tai Hoa Ky. Dé dén dang L& Ta On cho Nghia Sinh trong 12
nim, PO Jerome d3 phai 14i xe di va vé mdi 1an mét trén 3 tiéng dong ho trong canh troi mua, gié lanh, tuyét roi cua
mua Pong ving “windy city” Chicago. PO Jerome di phai lai xe tir Gido xtr Saint Anthony (Streator, Illinois) dé kip
dang 18 luc 5 gid chiéu cho Nghia Sinh tai Chicago. Sau d6 ngai phai tré vé gido xr Thanh Anton dé kip dang thanh 18
cho gigo dan tai thanh phd Streator vao ngay hom sau. Thé méi biét tinh than muc vy nhiét thanh cua Ngai.
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Hinh trén: Gido x( Saint Francis do DO quan nhiém dugc thanh 1p cach nay 153 ndm. Cac linh muc va tu si Dong Phanxicd tif Blic quéc dén
truyén gido va xay dung ngbi thanh dudng ndy tai Ottawa, Illinois vao nam 1858.

Hinh dudi: DO Nguyen Ngoc Ham chu té Thanh Ié Ta dn véi quy linh muc thudc 4 gido phan Chicago, Joliet, Peoria va gido phan Rockford,
cung véi 200 gido dan Cong gido tham du.



Déi v6i Gido hoi Hoa Ky, PO da hét long phuc vu trong tinh than khiém cung. Khau hiéu muc vu ctia ngai 1a:

- “God who is mighty has done great things for me.” (Lk 1:49)
- “Thién Chua toan nang da lam noi toi nhiéu viéc trong dai.” (Lk 1:49)

Ngai di lién tuc tu stra nha tho, nha xt, trudng hoc, hoi trudng. Ngai da hét long sin soc cho cac linh hon qua bi tich
rira t0i, giai toi, hon phoi... Ngai thuong xuyén tham viéng, an ui ké 1iét tai nha va tai bénh vién.

Xin moi doc nhitng 161 khen nggi, cdm phuc va biét on cua gido dan My doi voi Plrc Ong nhu sau:

- “I'll certainly miss him [Msgr. Jerome]. He’s just a wonderful, sincere, prayerful man and kind to everyone. I can’t
imagine him having any enemies.”

- “Chdc han la téi sé nhé Ngai lam. Pirc Ong thit la tuyét voi — Ngdi chdn thanh, dao dirc va hoa di véi moi ngueoi.
T6i khong thé hiéu dwoc néu cé ai thit ghét Nedi.”

Trén day la 161 cua Ba Cathy Gibbons tra loi Phong vién Stephanie Szuda cua to Ottawa Thoi Bao (the Ottawa Times)
ngay 19-06-2009. Ba Kathy Gibbons la Thu Ky cua Gido xir Thanh Anton, nguoi da ting lam viéc véi Bie Ong trén
15 nam qua.

Sau day 1a nguyén van 161 phat biéu cua Caleb Biroschik, mét hoc sinh 16p 6, da viét vé Puc Ong. Bai ndy da dugc in
trong Tuyén Tap Chu Nién ctua Truong Gido xu, dugc an hanh trong dip ky niém 125 nam thanh 1ap truong to chirc
vao nam 2006.

- “Our parish couldn’t get any better without Monsignor Ham and Sister Carol at our side. Monsignor Ham tries his
best every day to encourage the students and run the church. He also had built our new gym and cafeteria.”

- “Xik dao ctia ching ta khéng thé nao tot dep dwoc nhie hém nay néu khéng cé sw sdt canh givip do ciia PO Ham va
Nit tu Carol. Mé6i ngay PO Ham di hét sirc ¢é gdng khuyén khich hoc sinh [cham chi hoc hanh] va [ngai dd] hodn
thanh céng viéc diéu hanh gido xir. Ngdi ciing dd xdy dung thém mot trung tam thé thao va mdt nha an méi cho ching
ta.”

Nhiéu to bao My da bay t6 1ong cam mén va kinh phuc nhu t& Ottawa Thoi bdo (Ottawa Times) [4] phat hanh nam nay
da ca tung DO nhu 1a mét myc tir nhan lanh, vui tuoi, guong mau. To bao viét:

Monsignor Ham is always smiling, most humble, very spiritual and very much loved by the parishioners in and
around Ottawa. Monsignor Ham has made a difference in people's lives as a parish priest at various churches -- by
walking with people, journeying together with them, interacting with them at the most special moments of their lives,
the greatest joys and the deepest sorrows. Therefore parishioners respect and adore him as a religious leader, a
devoted priest, a religious educator of children and adults and as true role model.

Trong thoi gian huu dudng, PO udc ao dugc gitp d& cac linh myc vé huu tai Giao phan Hué vi ¢ Viét Nam, céc linh
muc khong c6 luong va ciing khong dugc huong tién huu dudng. Moi xem 161 DO chia s¢ trong to bao chinh thirc cua
Gié4o phan Peoria — The Catholic Post s6 phat hanh ngay 29 thang 5 nam 2011 [5].



Hinh trén: Hoc sinh Trudng Saint Francis do DO phu trach d& dat dugc nhiéu thanh tich trong viéc hoc van, phuc vu, 1dnh dao va hanh kiém
cung véi cac sinh hoat hoc du’dng trong nién hoc 2010-2011 vira qua.

Hinh duéi: O chup hinh luu _niém vdi Ban Thanh ca Gido x Trinh Vuong va Ong Chu tich HPGX Nguyén Hong Linh (hinh tréi). (Hinh phai):
Cung nang ly chlic mimng Bac Ong cd quy Linh muc Nguyén Van Tudn (Chinh x( Saint Alexander), LM Ha Van Vinh (Chinh x{ Saint Henry), Ong
V3 Hué (BCH/CDCG Man Cbi), Tién si Nguyén Trung Hiéu (Huynh Trudng Nghia Sinh), Bac si Nguy&n Xuan Ngoc Mai (BS Noi trd Bénh vién Mt.
Sinai Chicago).

Sau Thanh 18, PO dd cam on cac Cha dén dong té, Ca doan Gido xr Trinh Vuong va dong dao giao dan trong vung da
dén cau nguyén cho ngai nhén ngay ky niém 36 ndm muc vu tai Hoa Ky, va ddy cling 1a ngay PO vé huu dudng. Cac
linh muc dong t& gdm c6 quy Linh muc thudc Gido phan Joliet (Cha Nguyen Tuén va Cha Phan An), Gido phan
Rockford (Cha Philip Tran Binh) va Téng Gido phan Chicago (Cha Trinh Thé Hung va Cha Ha Vin Vinh) cung quy
Cha thugc Gido phan Peoria. Vé phia gido dan c6 dai dién cua Gido xir Trinh Vuong, Cong Poan Man Coéi Chicago,
Cong Poan Cong Gido Gp. Rockford, Hoi Nghia Sinh va cac doan thé khac.

Nhan L& Ta On ky niém 36 nim muc vu tai Hoa Ky va nhan ngay vé huu dudng cua Dtc Ong Jerome Ham, chung ta
cung nhau cau nguyén cho Ngai va chung niém han hoan, hanh dién vé mot muc tir nguoi Viét da 1am vinh danh cho
Viét Nam ¢ hai ngoai. Nghia Sinh Chicago tri 4n Msgr. Jerome Nguyén Ngoc Ham vé 12 nam phuc vu dao duc, thanh
thién, nhiét thanh va guong mau.

- Mai Hong Hanh
(Phuong DPoan Nghia Sinh Chicago)



Ghi chu:

[1] Gido phan Peoria

www.cdop.org

[2] Téng Gido phan Chicago

www.archchicago.org

[3] Nghia Sinh Chicago

www.NghiaSinh.org

[4] The Smiling Pastor
http://www.nghiasinh.org/img/tonghop/msgr smilingpastor.pdf
[5] To Senior Status
http://www.nghiasinh.org/img/tonghop/msgr seniorstatus.pdf




